
 
MEMORANDUM 

TO:   Hans Ottinot, Esq. 
  City Attorney, City of North Miami Beach 
 
FROM:  Luis E. Suárez, Esq. 

Shareholder 
 
RE:  North Miami Beach Mayor Residency Requirements 
 
DATE:  January 13, 2023 
 
  
 Pursuant to your request, we have analyzed the public allegations and 

documents suggesting that Mayor Anthony Frances Kenneth DeFillipo II (the 

“Mayor” or “DeFillipo”) (1) has lived in Davie, Florida, which is outside of the 

boundaries of the City of North Miami Beach, and (2) voted in an election while 

maintaining his voter registration at the home where he originally qualified as a 

candidate for elected office, which he has since sold.  His votes occurred after 

the sale of the home. 

Executive Summary 

We conclude, for the reasons detailed below, that because the publicly 

available facts would lead a reasonable person to objectively conclude that 

DeFillipo failed to comply with Section 7-5(b) of the North Miami Code of 

Ordinances’ requirement to continually maintain a “bona fide” residence in North 

Miami Beach, an “automatic vacancy” of the office of mayor has occurred by 

operation of law.  It would indeed belie logic to conclude otherwise.  “Bona fide” 

means more than filing a form with the clerk. 
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Nevertheless, in an abundance of caution, and as discussed further below, 

consistent with the City’s past precedent, DeFillipo should be invited to a meeting 

to explain his conduct and to provide information under oath addressing the 

allegations.  Should DeFillipo fail to rebut the reasonable conclusion that he 

failed and fails to maintain a bona fide residence within North Miami Beach, the 

City Council should fill the vacant office pending the next election in accordance 

with Section 7-7(b) of the Code of Ordinances.1    

Additionally, the fact that DeFillipo voted multiple times in North Miami 

Beach elections (after the sale of the home in North Miami Beach), even though 

his legal residence at the time was apparently in Davie, may be deemed a 

violation of Florida’s election laws. If such allegations of improper voting are 

proven and shown to be willful, DeFillipo could face charges or a conviction, and 

ultimately be removed from office by the Governor. 

 

 

 

 
 1  The Code of Ordinances uses the term “City Council” when 
describing the authority of the City Commission to fill such a vacancy. See N. 
Miami Beach., Fla., Code of Ordinances ch. 7-7(b); City Charter, Art. I, sec. 1.2 
(“The form of government of the City of North Miami Beach shall be that of 
commission-manager, the powers of which City shall be exercised by a City 
Commission and a City Manager, and other officers, as hereinafter set forth.”).  
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I. FACTUAL BACKGROUND2 

A. DeFillipo was first elected to the office of Mayor of North Miami Beach on 

November 6, 2018, and qualified for that office by listing as his primary 

residence a house located at 1458 NE 177th Street, North Miami Beach, 

FL 33162 (the “Former North Miami Beach Home”).3 

B. DeFillipo was reelected to office on November 3, 2020.4  

C. On February 22, 2021, DeFillipo purchased a home located at 7531 SW 

26th Ct., Davie, FL 33314 (the “First Davie Property”).5 This property is 

outside the boundaries of the City of North Miami Beach. 

D. Later that year, on December 21, 2021, DeFillipo filed a change of address 

form with the North Miami Beach City Clerk’s Office to reflect that his new 

address was located at 3601 NE 170 Street, North Miami Beach, FL 33160 

 
2  The following facts are drawn from publicly available sources. Heise 

Suarez Melville, P.A. (“HSM”) has not independently verified each reported fact.  
 

3  See Anthony Frances Kenneth De Fillipo Voter Registration (2022), 
available at https://www.dropbox.com/s/gh3y7mc2n7q1cqq/DeFillipo_Voter_
Registration_and_History.pdf.   
 

4  See 2020 Election Results, Miami-Dade County General Election 
(2020), https://enr.electionsfl.org/DAD/2779/Summary/. 

 
5  See 2021 Davie Warranty Deed (Feb. 22, 2021), available at 

https://www.dropbox.com/s/og8qedr6sbcjci1/7531_February_Deed.pdf.    
 

https://www.dropbox.com/s/gh3y7mc2n7q1cqq/DeFillipo_Voter_Registration_and_History.pdf
https://www.dropbox.com/s/gh3y7mc2n7q1cqq/DeFillipo_Voter_Registration_and_History.pdf
https://enr.electionsfl.org/DAD/2779/Summary/
https://www.dropbox.com/s/og8qedr6sbcjci1/7531_February_Deed.pdf
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(the “North Miami Beach Condominium Building”) at Unit 406 (“North 

Miami Beach Condominium”).6 

E. Unit 406 is a one-bedroom, 830-square-foot condominium in the Eastern 

Shores neighborhood.7  DeFillipo has a wife and two children. 

F. On December 27, 2021, DeFillipo sold the Former North Miami Beach 

Home.8  Recall, the Former North Miami Beach Home was used to register 

and qualify for public office.9   

G. On April 15, 2022, DeFillipo listed the First Davie Property for sale.  The 

photos included in the property listing appear to show that DeFillipo and 

his family were living in the residence, and that the home included many 

of DeFillipo’s personal items, including a framed wedding photograph and 

a walk-in closet filled with clothes and storage.10 

 
6  See 2021 DeFillipo Email to City Clerk, available at 

https://www.dropbox.com/s/ycld0gsm9z5hfrj/DeFillipo%20Email%20to%20Cl
erk.pdf.  

 
 7  See Listing Report for Unit 406, Zillow (2023), available at 
https://www.zillow.com/homedetails/3601-NE-170th-St-APT-406-North-
Miami-Beach-FL-33160/43990051_zpid/.  
 

8  See North Miami Warranty Deed (Dec. 27, 2021), available at 
https://www.dropbox.com/s/5t9lgbk68cxm7r7/1458_Warranty_Deed.pdf.   
 

9  See Anthony Frances Kenneth Sworn Affidavit (2020), 
available at https://www.dropbox.com/s/uolho4bnurviona/DeFillipo%20Swor
n%20Affidavit.pdf.  
 

10  See 2022 First Davie Home Listing Photos, available at 
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fo/du92jg44oflt8q3ha4mlq/h?dl=0&rlkey=wzc
w54dws0mr451nz2upkbnr1.  

https://www.dropbox.com/s/ycld0gsm9z5hfrj/DeFillipo%20Email%20to%20Clerk.pdf
https://www.dropbox.com/s/ycld0gsm9z5hfrj/DeFillipo%20Email%20to%20Clerk.pdf
https://www.zillow.com/homedetails/3601-NE-170th-St-APT-406-North-Miami-Beach-FL-33160/43990051_zpid/
https://www.zillow.com/homedetails/3601-NE-170th-St-APT-406-North-Miami-Beach-FL-33160/43990051_zpid/
https://www.dropbox.com/s/5t9lgbk68cxm7r7/1458_Warranty_Deed.pdf
https://www.dropbox.com/s/uolho4bnurviona/DeFillipo%20Sworn%20Affidavit.pdf
https://www.dropbox.com/s/uolho4bnurviona/DeFillipo%20Sworn%20Affidavit.pdf
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fo/du92jg44oflt8q3ha4mlq/h?dl=0&rlkey=wzcw54dws0mr451nz2upkbnr1
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fo/du92jg44oflt8q3ha4mlq/h?dl=0&rlkey=wzcw54dws0mr451nz2upkbnr1
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H. DeFillipo ultimately sold the First Davie Property on June 25, 2022.11  

I. DeFillipo thus owned the First Davie Property from February 22, 2021 to 

June 25, 2022. 

J. On June 30, 2022, DeFillipo filed his 2021 Form 1 Financial Disclosure 

with the City Clerk.12  In the Financial Disclosure, DeFillipo listed his 

permanent address as the North Miami Beach Condominium. 

K. Part “C” of DeFillipo’s 2021 Form 1 Financial Disclosure form requires a 

reporting person to disclose all real property owned.  DeFillipo listed in 

this form that he owned Units 406 and 409 in the North Miami Beach 

Condominium Building.13 

L. On July 11, 2022, DeFillipo purchased a house located at 1985 E. Sierra 

Ranch Drive, Davie, FL 33324 (the “Second Davie Home”).14  The Second 

Davie Home is outside the City of North Miami Beach.  Upon information 

 
 

11  See 2022 Davie Warranty Deed (Jun. 25, 2022), available at 
https://www.dropbox.com/s/gdulre3t89ctmbr/7531_June_2022_Deed.pdf.  
 

12  See Statement of Financial Interests, (Jun. 30, 2022), available at 
https://www.dropbox.com/s/rbxrl2obqqecl1k/DeFillipo_Statement_of_Financi
al_Interests.pdf.    
 

13  Id. 
 

14  See 2022 Davie Warranty Deed (Jul. 11, 2022), available at 
https://www.dropbox.com/s/godrtdsy9qguflv/1985_Warranty_Deed.pdf.    
 

https://www.dropbox.com/s/gdulre3t89ctmbr/7531_June_2022_Deed.pdf
https://www.dropbox.com/s/rbxrl2obqqecl1k/DeFillipo_Statement_of_Financial_Interests.pdf
https://www.dropbox.com/s/rbxrl2obqqecl1k/DeFillipo_Statement_of_Financial_Interests.pdf
https://www.dropbox.com/s/godrtdsy9qguflv/1985_Warranty_Deed.pdf
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and belief, the gated community where DeFillipo is allegedly residing 

includes multi-million-dollar homes with 5-6 bedrooms.15 

M. According to an investigation by Countywide Investigations, surveillance 

of the neighborhood entrance to the Second Davie Home shows that 

DeFillipo routinely entered the gated community at night and left in the 

morning.16 This investigation showed DeFillipo’s name is registered in the 

access box to the Second Davie Home.17 

N. Miami-Dade County’s “Voting History Report” for DeFillipo indicates that 

on August 23, 2022, November 8, 2022, and November 22, 2022, 

DeFillipo voted in North Miami Beach elections.18 

O. A November 30, 2022, internet screenshot of DeFillipo’s voter registration 

information listed his address as that of his Former North Miami Beach 

 
15 See Lennar Sierra Ranches, https://www.lennar.com/new-
homes/florida/ft-lauderdale/davie/sierra-ranches   

 
16 See Countywide Investigations Report (Dec. 14, 2022), 

https://www.dropbox.com/s/h4n6xczou8o3k7k/Countywide%20Investigation
s.pdf.     

 
 17 Joe Gorchow, North Miami Beach Mayor Anthony DeFillipo Faces 
Allegations He Does Not Live in City He Represents, CBS Miami (Jan. 5, 2023), 
https://www.cbsnews.com/miami/news/north-miami-beach-mayor-anthony-
defillipo-faces-allegations-he-does-not-live-in-city-he-represents/. 
 

18  See DeFillipo Voting History Report (2022), available at 
https://www.dropbox.com/s/gh3y7mc2n7q1cqq/DeFillipo_Voter_Registration_
and_History.pdf.   
 

https://www.dropbox.com/s/h4n6xczou8o3k7k/Countywide%20Investigations.pdf
https://www.dropbox.com/s/h4n6xczou8o3k7k/Countywide%20Investigations.pdf
https://www.cbsnews.com/miami/news/north-miami-beach-mayor-anthony-defillipo-faces-allegations-he-does-not-live-in-city-he-represents/
https://www.cbsnews.com/miami/news/north-miami-beach-mayor-anthony-defillipo-faces-allegations-he-does-not-live-in-city-he-represents/
https://www.dropbox.com/s/gh3y7mc2n7q1cqq/DeFillipo_Voter_Registration_and_History.pdf
https://www.dropbox.com/s/gh3y7mc2n7q1cqq/DeFillipo_Voter_Registration_and_History.pdf
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Home despite his sale of that property almost a year earlier, on December 

27, 2021.19 

  

 
19  Id.  
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II. DISCUSSION 

A. To hold and maintain the elected position of Mayor in the City of 
North Miami Beach, a person must continuously reside within the 
boundaries of the City to the exclusion of all other places. 
 

 The City of North Miami Beach (the “City”) is a municipality.  “[T]he 

paramount law of a municipality is its charter, (just as the State Constitution is 

the charter of the State of Florida,) and gives the municipality all the powers it 

possesses, unless other statutes are applicable thereto, has not been altered or 

changed.”  City of Miami Beach v. Fleetwood Hotel, Inc., 261 So. 2d 801, 803 (Fla. 

1972).  As relevant here, Article IV, Section 4.3 of the City Charter sets forth the 

qualification requirements for an individual to hold elected office as mayor: 

Each candidate, at the time of qualifying with the Clerk, must have 
continuously resided in the City of North Miami Beach for at 
least one (1) full year, shall at the time of qualifying and at the 
time of election be a qualified elector of the City of North Miami 
Beach, and shall not, within five years next preceding the date of 
his/her qualification, have been convicted in this or any other state 
of any offense involving moral turpitude. 
 

N. Miami Beach Charter, Article IV §4.3 (emphasis added). 
 
 Section 7-5 of the City’s Code of Ordinances indeed expounds upon the 

residency requirement for elected officials, stating that, “in order to remain in 

office during the term for which they were elected, [elected officials] must 

always be and remain bona fide residents of the City of North Miami 

Beach.”  N. Miami Beach., Fla., Code of Ordinances ch. 7-5(b)(emphasis added).  

The term “bona fide resident” is defined in the City Charter as “a permanent, 
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fixed place of domicile within the City of North Miami Beach, to the exclusion 

of all other places.”  Id. 7-5(c) (emphasis added).  

 Although the City Charter and its ordinances do not set forth any test 

used to prove one’s bona fide residency within the boundaries of North Miami 

Beach, throughout Florida law, the term “bona fide resident” is likewise used 

to express a permanent location of domicile at the exclusion of other places. 

See Fla. Stat. § 222.17(1)–(3) (requiring that any person who wishes to manifest 

and evidence domicile in Florida sign a sworn statement that he or she is a 

“bona fide resident” of the state and that “he or she resides in and maintains a 

place of abode in that county which he or she recognizes and intends to 

maintain as his or her permanent home”); Fla. Stat. § 196.012(17) (“‘Permanent 

residence’ means that place where a person has his or her true, fixed, and 

permanent home and principal establishment to which, whenever absent, he 

or she has the intention of returning.”). 

 Establishing a “permanent, fixed place of domicile” in Florida is a 

fact-intensive determination.  See Bloomfield v. City of St. Petersburg Beach, 82 

So. 2d 364, 369 (Fla. 1955) (“We also hold that establishment of one’s residence 

will usually depend on a variety of acts or declarations all of which must be 

weighed in the particular case as evidence would be weighed upon any other 

subject.”); Perez v. Marti, 770 So. 2d 284, 289 (Fla. 3d DCA 2000) (“A legal 

residence is the place where a person has a fixed abode with the present 

intention of making it their permanent home.”).  Generally, factors to guide this 



 
 

 

10 

2990 Ponce De Leon Blvd., Suite 300, Coral Gables, FL 33134   |   305-800-4476 

 

inquiry include a person’s sworn statement of intent to remain in a fixed place 

of domicile, proof of voter registration matching the address of the physical 

location, a Florida driver’s license, income tax returns, bank statements, and 

proof of payment for utilities at the property for which permanent residency is 

being claimed. See Fla. Stat. §§ 169.015(1)–(10), 222.17(1)–(3).  

B. Failure to continually reside in the City of North Miami Beach 
results in an automatic vacancy of the office of Mayor. 
 

 Florida law “distinguishes between an elected official’s eligibility to hold 

office and the qualifications required for a candidate to run for office.” 

Shamburger v. Washington, 332 So. 3d 1071, 1073 (Fla. 1st DCA 2021); see also 

Burns v. Tondreau, 139 So. 3d 481, 485 (Fla. 3d DCA 2014) (explaining that 

“qualification issues cannot be raised after an election has been held”); Leon v. 

Carollo, 246 So. 3d 490, 496 (Fla. 3d DCA 2018) (“[C]ourts have no inherent 

power to determine election contests nor do courts have jurisdiction to inquire 

into a person’s qualification to run for office after that person has been duly 

elected.”). 

 In this case, the City Charter is clear that the requirement to be a “bona 

fide resident” is a legal requirement, not just to initially qualify to run for office, 

but to hold and maintain the position as mayor after the election has ended. 

See N. Miami Beach., Fla., Code of Ordinances ch. 7-5(b) (“[i]n order to remain 

in office during the term for which they were elected, [elected officials] must 

always be and remain bona fide residents of the City of North Miami Beach”).   
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 Section 7-5(d) sets forth the procedure for when an elected official 

changes residency outside the boundaries of the City: “[s]hould any elected 

official of the City of North Miami Beach, during his term of office, change his 

bona fide residence from within to without the City of North Miami Beach, his 

seat on the Council shall be automatically vacated and forfeited.”  Id. 

7-5(d)(emphasis added). As in other Florida authorities, the City’s residency 

requirement to hold office is continuous, and failure to maintain the required 

residency throughout the term results in vacancy in office.  See e.g., Fla. Const., 

Art. X, § 3 (“Vacancy in office shall occur upon . . . failure to maintain the 

residence required when elected or appointed . . . .”); Fla. Stat. § 114.0l(l)(g) (“[A] 

vacancy in office shall occur . . . upon the officer’s failure to maintain the 

residence as required of him or her by law.”).   

C. A reasonable person should conclude that DeFillipo’s failure to 
remain a bona fide resident of the City of North Miami Beach has 
resulted in an automatic vacancy of the office of mayor. 
 

 Based on publicly available information, on December 27, 2021, DeFillipo 

changed his bona fide residence from the address at which he originally 

qualified to hold office (the Former North Miami Beach home) to the First Davie 

Home, which he had purchased on February 22, 2021, and then later he 

changed his bona fide residence to the Second Davie Home on July 11, 2022.  

Both of these homes fall outside the boundaries of North Miami Beach.  

Accordingly, by operation of law, DeFillipo’s failure to abide by Section 7-5(b) 

of the Code of Ordinances to “always be and remain [a] bona fide resident[] of 
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the City of North Miami Beach” to the exclusion of other places results in an 

automatic vacancy of the office. See N. Miami Beach., Fla., Code of Ordinances 

ch. 7-5(d).  The following facts are illustrative to show that a reasonable person 

should conclude that DeFillipo has failed to maintain a bona fide residence in 

North Miami Beach. 

 According to publicly available sources, on December 27, 2021, DeFillipo 

sold his Former North Miami Beach Home, a location where DeFillipo previously 

lived for 14 years, and the address used to qualify for public office.  Upon the 

sale of that primary residence, DeFillipo was required to establish a new 

“permanent, fixed place of domicile within the City of North Miami Beach, to 

the exclusion of all other places” to avoid an automatic vacancy in his elected 

office.  N. Miami Beach., Fla., Code of Ordinances ch. 7-5(c).  It appears that 

one week before the sale of the Former North Miami Beach Home, on December 

21, 2021, DeFillipo updated his address with the City Clerk to reflect his 

current, primary residence as the North Miami Beach Condominium building in 

Unit 406.  Given the above, it is unreasonable, however, to accept that DeFillipo 

and his family have made this one-bedroom, 830-square-foot condo their 

permanent residence to the exclusion of other places. 

 In fact, publicly available data shows the opposite: (1) DeFillipo bought the 

First Davie Home in February 2021; (2) DeFillipo and his family lived in that 

home with their personal items, including DeFillipo’s wedding pictures, clothing, 

and storage;  (3) DeFillipo sold the First Davie Home in June 2022; and (4) 
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DeFillipo then purchased the Second Davie Home in July 2022. The publicly 

available report from Countywide Investigations shows DeFillipo routinely 

entered the gated community for the Second Davie Home at night and left each 

morning. These facts should lead a reasonable person to conclude that DeFillipo 

has been living outside of the boundaries of North Miami Beach since at least 

December 27, 2021, when he sold his Former North Miami Beach Home. 

D. The consequence of failing to remain a bona fide resident is the 
“automatic” vacancy of the office. 
 

Accordingly, by operation of law, DeFillipo’s apparent failure to abide by 

Section 7-5(b) of the Code of Ordinances to “always be and remain [a] bona fide 

resident[] of the City of North Miami Beach” has resulted in an “automatic” 

vacancy of the office of Mayor. See N. Miami Beach., Fla., Code of Ordinances 

ch. 7-5(d).  The term “automatic” is not defined in this context.   

But in a recent controversy involving a vacancy on the City Council, 

Mayor DeFillipo, then serving as a Commissioner, indeed affirmed that the City 

Council may unilaterally declare a vacancy in office without the need for court 

intervention.  

On January 25, 2018, outside counsel for the City, Jean Olin, Esq., 

prepared a memorandum concluding that Commissioner Frantz Pierre had 

automatically vacated his office, by operation of law, due to his failure to 
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continually attend in-person meetings of the City Council.20  On February 5, 

2018, the City of North Miami Beach held a Special Commission Meeting to 

discuss Pierre’s absences.21 

 At the meeting, the City Council accepted the Olin Memorandum’s 

conclusion that Pierre’s office had been automatically deemed vacant by 

operation of law.  DeFillipo concurred in that conclusion, stating on the record 

that, although it was an unfortunate situation, “it is the responsibility of the 

Mayor and Commission to uphold the City Charter.”22  DeFillipo further 

remarked that, because the City Council had provided notice of the Special 

Meeting in the local newspapers, “due process was put into effect and the 

proper procedures were followed.”23  At the end of the meeting, Pierre’s seat was 

deemed vacant, and the Council passed a motion to fill the vacant Commission 

seat by allowing all interested individuals to submit a letter of interest and 

 
 20  See Olin Memorandum (Jan. 25, 2018), available at 
https://www.dropbox.com/s/lw8ipu8kwpybl9u/Olin%20Memorandum.pdf.  
 
 21  See Special Commission Meeting Minutes (Feb. 5, 2018), available 
at https://www.dropbox.com/s/1j40m8gdz13it6t/Special%20Meeting%20Mi
nutes.pdf.  
 
 22  Id. at 4. 
 
 23  Id. at 4–5. 
 

https://www.dropbox.com/s/lw8ipu8kwpybl9u/Olin%20Memorandum.pdf
https://www.dropbox.com/s/1j40m8gdz13it6t/Special%20Meeting%20Minutes.pdf
https://www.dropbox.com/s/1j40m8gdz13it6t/Special%20Meeting%20Minutes.pdf
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qualifications to the Office of the City Clerk. The facts of the present 

circumstances could lead to the same outcome.24 

In sum, the Commissioner Pierre scenario arguably created precedent 

that, although the term “automatic” did not mean the City Council could fill a 

vacancy without calling a special meeting, it also did not require the City Council 

to file a lawsuit and wait until the conclusion of the litigation and all pending 

appeals before filling the vacancy.  It meant, in that scenario, before declaring a 

vacancy, due process should be provided in the form of notice of a special 

commission meeting and an opportunity for the allegedly offending elected 

official to speak and present rebuttal at that meeting.  This would appear to be 

an objectively reasonable interpretation of the word “automatic” in this context. 

It is recommended that, to rebut the reasonable conclusion that DeFillipo’s 

bona fide residence changed and that an automatic vacancy has been created, 

the Council, based on the Pierre precedent should request, among other things, 

the following documents be produced by DeFillipo before a meeting is held25:  

1. A wet-ink original affidavit, signed under penalty of perjury, 
providing the City of North Miami Beach Council with the following 
information: 

 
24  Pierre sued the City and obtained a temporary injunction to prevent 

his removal, but his case was ultimately stayed after an arrest warrant was 
issued against him and Governor Rick Scott suspended Pierre from the City 
Council on July 25, 2018. See Frantz Pierre v. Pamela Latimore et al., 2018-
005155-CA-01, DE 70 (Fla. 11th Cir. Ct. Aug. 14, 2018). 

 
25 This is not an exhaustive list.  
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a. An updated permanent address of legal residence in the 
City of North Miami Beach; 

b. An explanation providing the change in permanent 
residence from the Former North Miami Beach Home to the North 
Miami Beach Condominium; 

c. An explanation as to the nature of the two Davie homes 
and whether they were ever bona fide residences; 

d. An explanation of the nature of the North Miami Beach 
Condominium that was filed with the clerk’s office. 

2. An updated voter registration card reflecting the same address 
provided in the affidavit.  

3. A deed or lease agreement for the updated permanent 
residence. 

4. Any tax documents that purport to show the updated bona 
fide residence as the North Miami Beach Condominium. 

5. Any utility bills and proof of payment for the North Miami 
Beach Condominium. 

6. Any Homestead exemption forms for the North Miami Beach 
Condominium and for the two Davie properties. 

7. A Florida driver’s license showing address. 

8. Any other document to support a conclusion that the North 
Miami Beach Condominium was (and is) DeFillipo’s bona fide residence.  

E. Irrespective of the Council’s action, the Council or any citizen of 
North Miami Beach could bring an action in court in light of 
DeFillipo’s action. 
 

 The City Charter contains provisions that empower the citizenry of the City 

of North Miami Beach to potentially challenge in court DeFillipo’s apparent 

failure to provide truthful information regarding his permanent residence.  The 

Citizens’ Bill of Rights states, in pertinent part: 

Truth in government. No municipal official or employee shall 
knowingly furnish false information on any public matter, nor 
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knowingly omit significant facts when giving requested information 
to members of the public. 
 

N. Miami Beach, Fla., Charter, Article I, Section 1(A)(2). 

 To enforce its provisions, the Citizens’ Bill of Rights provides that, as a 

remedy for any violation, “[i]n any suit by a citizen alleging a violation of this 

Bill of Rights filed in the Miami-Dade County circuit court pursuant to its 

general equity jurisdiction, the plaintiff, if successful, shall be entitled to 

recover costs as fixed by the court.”  Id.  Section 1(C).  Further, the Citizens’ 

Bill of Rights states that “[a]ny public official or employee who is found by the 

court to have willfully violated this article shall forthwith forfeit his office or 

employment.”  Id.  Based on the public allegations against DeFillipo, a citizen 

of North Miami Beach (including a Commissioner in their individual capacity) 

could reasonably file an action in the Miami-Dade County circuit court and 

allege violations of the Citizens’ Bill of Rights on the basis that DeFillipo has 

failed to furnish truthful information to the public about his bona fide 

residence.  See N. Miami Beach, Fla. Citizens’ Bill of Rights, Subsection B 

(providing that rights afforded to citizens are “large and pervasive powers”); see 

also Cuesta v. City of Miami, No. 2020-006298-CA-01, 2020 WL 5051464, at *9 

(Fla. 11th Cir. Ct. Aug. 24, 2020) (finding that the City of Miami’s similar Citizens’ 

Bill of Rights empowers the citizenry with standing to enforce the City Charter).   
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F. Knowingly submitting false voter registration information can 
lead to removal from elected office, but factual issues preclude a 
finding of wrongful intent. 
 

 Florida law requires that to register to vote in a particular county, a voter 

must first be a “legal resident” of that county.  See Fla. Stat. § 97.041(l)(a)(4).  

Although legal residency is not defined in Florida law, several courts have 

attempted to define the term.  “The rule is well settled that the terms ‘residence,’ 

‘residing,’ or equivalent terms, when used in statutes, or actions, or suits relating 

to taxation, right of suffrage, divorce, limitations of actions, and the like, are 

used in the sense of ‘legal residence’; that is to say, the place of domicile or 

permanent abode, as distinguished from temporary residence.”  Herron v. 

Passailaigue, 92 Fla. 818, 827 (1926).  “A person may have several temporary 

local residences but can have only one legal residence.” Walker v. Harris, 398 So. 

2d 955, 958 (Fla. 4th DCA 1981).  “A legal residence, or domicile, is the place 

where a person has fixed an abode with the present intention of making it their 

permanent home.”  Id.; Perez, 770 So. 2d at 289 (“A legal residence is the place 

where a person has a fixed abode with the present intention of making it their 

permanent home.”). 

 Although Florida law generally allows individuals who are temporarily 

living outside the county boundaries,26 but who intend to remain as residents to 

 
26  “While not an exhaustive list, the exception encompasses scenarios 

such as voters who are living outside the county because of school, employment, 
health care, or similar temporary situations. The essence of the exception is the 
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vote in that county’s elections, a person’s “mere interest in and a connection to 

a county are insufficient to allow those who reside outside a county to maintain 

a voice in its elections.”  Kinney v. Putnam Cnty. Canvassing Bd. by & through 

Harris, 253 So. 3d 1254, 1257 (Fla. 5th DCA 2018) (citing Fla. Stat. § 101.45).  

 In this case, it is alleged that DeFillipo voted multiple times in North Miami 

Beach elections while maintaining a voter registration that listed a prior address, 

even though the home located at that address had been sold nearly a year prior 

to the election.  Pursuant to Fla. Stat. § 104.011(2), “[a] person who willfully 

submits any false voter registration information commits a felony of the third 

degree.”  Similarly, Fla. Stat. § 104.15 imposes a third-degree felony on anyone 

who, “knowing he or she is not a qualified elector, willfully votes at any election.”  

To be held liable under these statutes, the law requires that willful intent be 

proved.  See Jones v. Governor of Fla., 975 F.3d 1016, 1047 (11th Cir. 2020) 

(“This clear standard, which includes a scienter requirement, provides fair notice 

to prospective voters.”).  Based on the limited evidence available, it is wholly 

premature to conclude whether DeFillipo’s failure to update his voter registration 

was done “willfully” to commit election fraud. 

 If, however, sufficient evidence existed that DeFillipo willfully committed a 

violation of the election laws—such that it led to a charge or a conviction—the 

consequences of that violation could ultimately lead to his removal by the 

 
non-permanent nature of the situation that causes a voter’s absence from the 
county.”  Kinney, 253 So. 3d at 1257.  
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Governor.  Pursuant to Fla. Stat. § 112.51(2), “[w]henever any elected or 

appointed municipal official is arrested for a felony or for a misdemeanor related 

to the duties of office or is indicted or informed against for the commission of a 

federal felony or misdemeanor or state felony or misdemeanor, the Governor has 

the power to suspend such municipal official from office.”  According to the 

statute, such a suspension would create “a temporary vacancy in such office 

during the suspension.”  Fla. Stat. § 112.51(3). Similarly, the North Miami Beach 

Code of Ordinances states that a vacancy in the elected offices of the City “shall 

be filled by the City Council pending the next election, at which an election to fill 

the vacancy shall be held for the unexpired term.” N. Miami Beach., Fla., Code 

of Ordinances ch. 7-7(b). 

III. CONCLUSION 

Because the publicly available facts would lead a reasonable person to 

objectively conclude that DeFillipo failed to comply with Section 7-5(b) of the 

North Miami Code of Ordinances’ requirement to continually maintain a “bona 

fide” residence in North Miami Beach, an “automatic vacancy” of the office of 

mayor has occurred by operation of law.  It would indeed belie logic to conclude 

otherwise.   

Nevertheless, in an abundance of caution and as discussed above, 

consistent with the City’s past precedent in Pierre, DeFillipo should be permitted 

to explain his conduct and to provide sworn information addressing the 

allegations.  Should DeFillipo fail to rebut the reasonable conclusion that he 
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failed and fails to maintain a bona fide residence within North Miami Beach, the 

City Council should fill the vacant office pending the next election in accordance 

with Section 7-7(b) of the Code of Ordinances. 

Additionally, although knowingly submitting false voter registration 

information can lead to removal from elected office, factual issues regarding 

DeFillipo’s voting history preclude a definitive finding of wrongful intent at this 

juncture.  If, however, the allegations of improper voting are proven and shown 

to be willful, DeFillipo could face charges or a conviction, and ultimately be 

removed from office by the Governor. If such a removal occurred, the City Council 

would be authorized to fill the vacancy. 
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